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World Para Nordic Skiing 2017 Sport Forum Survey Results 

Question Yes No Other / No 
Answer 

1. World Championships    
1a. Are you in favor of having WCH every year? 1 9 1 
1b. Are you in favor of WCH every year except Paralympic years? 6 5 0 
1c. Are you in favor of separating BT and CC WCH into 2 shorter events and 
alternating one every year (CC one year, BT next) 

2 7 2 

2. Race Formats    
2a. Do you support BT Relay that was tested this year (with small changes)? 4 5 2 
2b. Do you support a BT relay if different from what was tested this year? 7 0 4 
2c. Do you support the idea of a CC skiathon/pursuit with a short (+/- 30 
min) break to calculate skating leg start time? Mass start, first across the 
finish wins. 

6 2 3 

 

3a. What is the biggest challenge to getting new athletes in your nation? 
Not all athletes will ever be able to be a part of a National Team or attend international competitions 
because of the systems as it is today. A lot of LW9 athletes will be treated unfair by the system for 
classes and % as it is today. They have lost even before enter the start line. That doesn’t increase 
amount of athletes. You don’t want to spend year of training without to get any chance to reach your 
goal, because of unfair system.  
For VI athletes challenging to get guides at their home places.  
Weak foundation in snow sport & ice sport 
Most athletes do not understand rules & regulations in sports and classification 
Not enough known for the sport to the people in our nation 
No snow in much of the country so it is not a popular sport 
Very hard sport to train for disabled persons 
Long path to success 
Too many options for other activities for athletes 
Not enough athletes, many federations trying to steal athletes 
Expensive to train and compete (Money) 
Money 
Money 
not enough events for athletes in para sport 
not enough effort to find and scout new athletes 
 

3b. What is the biggest challenge to holding WPNS Continental Cup or other sanctioned race in your 
nation? 
Where to get financial support 
Money 
Money 
Lack of Human Resources, lack of organizer experience 
Technical officials, facilities of the resort & venue 
Lack of snow and facilities 
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We have hosted IPC events each of the past few years at significant expense 
Finding clubs that have the knowledge and resources to hold para events with 6 races per day. 
Complicated process for getting rifles in/out country 
Why call it an Asian Cup if non-Asian can compete? 
New infrastructure (BT range) has to be set up each time since no permanent need for international 
competitions 
 

 

3c. What ideas do you have for growing the sport of Para Nordic? 
Take care of athletes with several disability (LW9/LW3/LW2) and use the abilities within the %-system to 
make a more fair competition 
Make classification more fair to allow for legitimate recruiting of athletes from any class with a chance 
of success 
"Rookies race" - or maybe a junior’s race to introduce young athletes in the sport in a proper way.  
Technical official training/education project (need more) 
Different level WPNS competition should be held in different regions 
More support from IPC 
Hire someone highly experienced in media and event management into WPNS 
More media coverage 
More sponsors 
Lower participation fee 
Organize events for able-bodied and disabled to compete together 
More first-to-finish race formats 
Help reduce expenses for taking up Nordic sport perhaps by making used equipment available 
 

 

4. Other Comments 
Attract more sponsors to cooperate with IPC &NPCs 
We think it’s a good concept with Paralympics every 4th year, World Championships every 2nd year. 
This will keep the status of a WCH. And the long CC-distance should be the last day. 
Try separate WCH each 7-9 days in odd years, and cancel one WC that year to keep # of events the 
same. 
Need for objective classification based on latest medical research on range of motion and muscle 
strength  
More fair classification, especially for VI 
Bring ID athletes back into IPC games 
 More promotion / advocacy in regions with lower Nordic culture 
Do not allow smoking at events in areas where athletes are present 
In relays hard to understand fairness - on sitting courses the standing athletes with one pole and sitting 
athletes should be about the same speed 
Course design for standing athletes with 2 poles feels unfair for athletes with only 1 or 0 poles 
 

DRAFT


	World Para Nordic Skiing Sport Forum_Minutes_2017
	WPNS 2017 Sport Forum Survey Results_v2



