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1. Welcome 
 

On behalf of the 2015 IPC Swimming World Championships Local Organising Committee (LOC) I am 

delighted to present to you this Media Guide. We hope that this document provides you with all the 

important information you need to attend these Championships. 

 

As we approach the one year anniversary of the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games, more than 580 
swimmers from nearly 70 countries will converge in Glasgow to compete over seven days of competition 
at the Tollcross International Swimming Centre.  

It’s been astonishing to see the meteoric rise in the profile of para-sport in the UK. London 2012 saw 
record tickets sales for the Paralympic Games accompanied by record TV audiences, with more than 40 
million people watching the Paralympic Games on Channel 4. This momentum continued with the 
integrated sports programme of the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow.  

Further to this, Glasgow continues to build a formidable reputation as a host of 
international events, particularly swimming events, having sold out the 2013 Duel in 
the Pool and all six days of swimming at the Commonwealth Games.  

The LOC is looking forward to welcoming you to Glasgow in July, 

 

David Sparkes 

CEO  

British Swimming  

 

 

Dear Media Representative,  
 
Welcome to Glasgow for the 2015 IPC Swimming World Championships. 
 
We are delighted to be back at the Tollcross International Swimming Centre to relive some of the magic 
of the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games. 
 
This is a great venue that one year ago was packed with spectators who witnessed some great action, 
emerging faces and another step forward for para-sport. 
Now more than 580 athletes from nearly 70 countries will gather here again for one of the biggest 
qualification opportunities ahead of the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games. 
Great Britain has become one of the premier destinations for major international para-sport competitions 
since the huge success of London 2012.  
 
It is also one of the countries in which it is most popular. The people have come to recognise the true 
power and sporting prowess of para-athletes, and I am delighted that we are back for yet another 
competition which I have no doubt will impress once again. 
British Swimming and their partners in Scotland from sport, local government and tourism alongside 
supporters such as British Gas and the media in Glasgow, have made incredible efforts to ensure that 
this will be the best World Championships yet. 
As we look forward to Rio 2016, I expect Glasgow 2015 to be just as exhilarating and exciting as Glasgow 
2014. 
 
Over the course of the Championships you can expect to see established 
names go head-to-head in some of the most compelling rivalries in para-
sport. I am confident you will also be treated to the emergence of some 
new talent looking to impress on the international stage. 
I therefore urge you to stay tuned, not just during Glasgow 2015, but during 
the coming months and years as swimming grows. The sport is filled with 
incredible stories and athletic feats that can provide you with endless great 
storylines. 
 
Enjoy the competition.  
 
Sir Philip Craven MBE  
IPC President 
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2. Organisation and Contact 
 

Local Organising Committee (LOC) 

British Swimming is situated in Loughborough, in the East Midlands, Great Britain. 

Address:  British Swimming 

 Pavillion 3,  

 3 Oakwood Drive, 

 Loughborough University,  

 LE11 3QF 

Website: www.Glasgow2015.com 

 

LOC members: 

  

Director of Events and LOC Chair:   Claire Davenport   
Project Manager:     Natasha Cuthbert  
Sport Manager:     Margaret Riach  
Executive Director:     Barry Saunders  
Legacy Manager:     Paul Wilson  
Transport and Accommodation Manager:  Simon Hainsworth, CSE  
Marketing and PR Manager:    Jon Duckworth, eightyone600  
Sports Presentation Manager:    James O’Brien, Progress Productions  
Venue Manger:     Yvonne Greenlees  
 

Media Team contact information 

 

Role Name Contact Number Email 

Media Operations manager Jon Duckworth  +44 (0)7932 759638 jd@eightyone600.co.uk 

 

IPC Swimming 

 

IPC Swimming is the International Federation that governs para-swimming around the world. 

 

Public Relations and Campaigns Manager:                    Lucy Dominy 

Media Operations Senior Manager:                                Eva Werthmann 

Broadcasting Manager:                                                  Jose Dominguez 

 

IPC Swimming Media Team contact information 

 

Name Email Telephone 

Lucy Dominy Lucy.dominy@paralympic.org 0049 1604760801 

Eva Werthmann Eva. werthmann@paralympic.org 0049 171 7433327 

Jose Dominguez Jose.dominguez@paralympic.org 0049 1511 5198174 
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2. General Information 

 
 
 Swimming 
 
Swimming for persons with an impairment is governed by the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) 
and supported by the IPC Swimming Technical Committee, which incorporates the rules of the 
International Swimming Federation (FINA). The FINA rules are followed with a few modifications, such as 
optional platform or in-water starts for some races and the use of ‘tappers’ for swimmers with blindness/ 
visual impairment; however, no prostheses or assistive devices are permitted. The long course swim 
distances vary from 50 meters to 400 meters. Events are held in four different swimming styles. The 
distances will be swum in different classes. 
 
Events are conducted as heats for a maximum of ten competitors and with the fastest eight swimmers 
competing in the finals. There are various forms for swimmers to start their race; in the water, a dive start 
sitting on the starting platform or standing start from the platform. During a swimming event, some 
swimmers who are totally blind (class S11) are required to have an assistant to help them as he or she 
approaches the swimming pool end wall, either to make a turn or for the finish of the race. This process is 
called tapping and performed by a ‘tapper’. These swimmers are also required to wear blackened goggles 
in all their events. 
 
Classification 
 
To ensure competition is fair and equal, all Paralympic sports have a system in place which ensures that 
winning is determined by skill, fitness, power, endurance, tactical ability and mental focus, the same 
factors that account for success in sport for able bodied athletes. 
  
This process is called classification and its purpose is to minimise the impact of impairments on the 
activity (sport discipline). Having the impairment thus is not sufficient. The impact on the sport must be 
proved, and each in Paralympic sport, the criteria of grouping athletes by the degree of activity limitation 
resulting from the impairment are named ‘Sport Classes’. Through classification, it is determined which 
athletes are eligible to compete in a sport and how athletes are grouped together for competition. This, to 
a certain extent, is similar to grouping athletes by age, gender or weight.  
 
Classification is sport-specific because an impairment affects the ability to perform in different sports to a 
different extent. As a consequence, an athlete may meet the criteria in one sport, but may not meet the 
criteria in another sport.  
 
For swimming, the classes that athletes compete in are explained below.  
 
Sport classes  
 
The sport class names in swimming consist of a prefix “S,” “SM,” or “SB” and a number. The prefixes 
stand for the strokes and the number indicates the sport classes.  
 
The prefixes stand for:  

 S: Freestyle, butterfly and backstroke events  

 SM: Individual medley  

 SB: Breaststroke  
 
Sport Classes S1 - S10: Physical impairment  
There are ten different sport classes for athletes with physical impairment, numbered 1-10. A lower 
number indicates a more severe activity limitation than a higher number.  
You will notice that athletes with different impairments compete against each other. The impact of their 
impairment on swim performance, however, is similar.  
 
The following gives a few examples for impairments described in each sport class profile: 
  
S1 SB1 SM1  
Swimmers in this sport class have a significant loss of muscle power or control in legs, arms and hands. 
Some athletes also have limited trunk control, as it may occur with tetraplegia. These impairments may 
be caused by spinal-cord injuries or polio. Swimmers in this class usually use a wheelchair in daily life.  
 
S2 SB1 SM2  
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Swimmers in this sport class are able to use their arms with no use of their hands, legs or trunk or have 
severe coordination problems in four limbs.  
As in sport class S1 SB1 SM1, athletes mostly only compete in backstroke events.  
 
S3 SB2 SM3  
This sport class includes athletes with amputations of all four limbs. Swimmers with reasonable arm 
strokes but no use of their legs or trunk and swimmers with severe coordination problems in all limbs are 
also included in this sport class.  
 
S4 SB3 SM4  
Swimmers who can use their arms and have minimal weakness in their hands, but cannot use their trunk 
or legs. Athletes with amputations of three limbs also swim in this sport class.  
 
S5 SB4 SM5  
Swimmers with short stature and an additional impairment, with loss of control over one side of their body 
(hemiplegia) or with paraplegia compete in this sport class.  
 
S6 SB5 SM6  
This sport class includes swimmers with short stature, amputations of both arms or moderate 
coordination problems on one side of their body.  
 
S7 SB6 SM7  
This profile is designated for athletes with one leg and one arm amputation on opposite sides, double leg 
amputations or a paralysis of one arm and one leg on the same side.  
Moreover, swimmers with full control over arms and trunk and some leg function can compete in this 
class.  
 
S8 SB7 SM8  
Swimmers who have lost either both hands or one arm are eligible to compete in this sport class. Also, 
athletes with severe restrictions in the joints of the lower limbs could compete in this sport class.  
 
S9 SB8 SM9  
Athletes in this sport class swim with joint restrictions in one leg, double below-the-knee amputations or 
an amputation of one leg.  
 
S10 SB9 SM10  
This class describes the minimal impairments of eligible swimmers with physical impairment. Eligible 
impairments would be the loss of a hand or both feet and a significantly limited function of one hip joint.  
 
Sport Classes 11-13: Visual Impairment  
Swimmers with visual impairment compete in the sport classes 11-13, with 11 meaning a complete or 
nearly complete loss of sight and 13 describing the minimum eligible visual impairment. Athletes in sport 
class 11 compete with blackened goggles.  
 
Sport Classes 14: Intellectual impairment  
Swimmers with intellectual impairment who also meet the sport-specific criteria compete in sport class 14. 
 

Competition venue 

This edition will be held at the Tollcross International Swimming Centre. The venue is owned by Glasgow 

City Council and has been extensively refurbished and extended. The existing 50m, 10-lane pool has 

been joined by a new 50m, six-lane warm-up and training pool, ensuring world-class facilities for the 

event. For a venue map please see Appendix 3. 

 

The full address for the pool is: 

Tollcross International Swimming Centre 

367 Wellshot Rd 

Glasgow  

G32 7QP 
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Championships dates and session times 

The official dates of the 2015 IPC Swimming World Championships are: 

 

Arrival of the teams:   10 July 

Training period:   10-12 July 

Classification period:   10-12 July 

Opening Ceremony:  13 July 

Competition period:  13-19 July 

Closing Ceremony:  19 July 

Departure of the teams:  20-21 July 

 

The Championships schedule can be found as Appendix 1 at the end of this document.  

 

Heats begin at 10:00 and finals at 18:00 every day. Information about the Medal ceremonies will be 

available in the media centre. Please refer to Appendix 1 for more information. 

 

3. Media Information 
 

Accreditation 
 

Accreditation can be collected from the Accreditation Centre from 12 July at 12 noon, and from 07:30 on 
all competition days. Accreditation must be worn at all times.  
 
The accreditation card is strictly personal. It may not be transferred to another person. The card must be 
worn at all times inside the accredited areas in Tollcross International Swimming Centre.  
Accreditation needs to be worn from 12 until 19 July.  
 
In case you lose your accreditation card all access in accredited areas is denied. The only accessible part 
in the venue will be the Accreditation Centre. The fine for a new card is £25. Please note that is not 
guaranteed that you can get your new accreditation card on the same day.  

 

Media Categories 

 

Photographers 

Photographers will be allowed one position on the pool deck and one in the 

media tribunes. There will also be one additional elevated position in the 

spectator gallery. Photographer bibs will be provided from the media centre. 

Lockers for camera equipment will also be provided. 

Photographers will be required to sign an undertaking before receiving their 
accreditation cards.  
 
Photographers meeting  
On arrival into the venue a meeting with the photo manager will give photographers instructions and lay 
out the rules and regulations of the field of play.  
 

 

Written press 

Written press will have access to tribunes in seating block D of the George stand - please see Appendix 2 

for a venue map showing the location of the media tribunes. 

Press will have reserved seats in the media stands, on a first come, first serve basis. The stands will be 
open 30 minutes before the start of the competition and close approximately one hour after the last 
competition.  
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Host Broadcaster (HB) 
The HB during this event will be Perform. Perform has proven successful experience with the IPC. 
Indeed, they took a very important part in the success of the 2014 IPC Swimming European 
Championships in Eindhoven, the Netherlands and allowed the event to reach a significant audience. 
 
The HB will produce multilateral feeds of the competition consisting of live and taped television coverage 
using best professional production practices and broadcast equipment in a competent and professional 
manner with knowledgeable, trained and qualified personnel. In consultation with IPC Swimming, the HB 
will base the final coverage plans on reasonable requests of the Rights Holding Broadcasters (RHBs) and 
the demand for live or taped coverage. 
 
More info could be found at:www.performgroup.co.uk 
 
Requests for race footage can be made to Jose.dominguez@paralympic.org. 
 
Radio and television  
Radio and television broadcasters will have reserved seats on the media stands.  
All rights holders and non-rights holders are assigned by IPC Swimming.  
 
Rights holders  
Rights holders requiring access to the field of play will be required to wear coloured bibs provided from 
the media centre to them at all times.  
 
Non-rights holders (ENRs)  
Unless you are an approved rights holder or non-rights holder with approval to film in the mixed zone 
only, you will not be permitted to film in the venue.  
 
ENRs will have to abide by the News Access Rules and are required to sign an undertaking before 
receiving their accreditation.  
 

Media Areas 
 

Media Centre 

The Media Centre will be located in the Wellshot Hall at Tollcross International Swimming Centre.  
It will open daily throughout the championships from 07:30-23:00. The Media entrance will be accessed 

via the community entrance and will be sign-posted from the car park. 

 

The Media Centre will provide workstations for all media, with basic wired and wireless internet 

connectivity. If you wish to book your own dedicated line please email: natasha.cuthbert@swimming.org. 

Hot and cold drinks will be available in the Centre as well as live results, and live streaming. 

 

Mixed Zone 

The mixed zone will be located behind the athlete seating at the rear of the building. For a venue map 

including the media flows please see Appendix 2. 

 

Press conferences 

A press conference area will be set up within the Media Centre for any planned conferences. 

 
Pool deck  
In addition to their accreditation the photographers have to wear a bib at all times inside the venue, 
except the media centre. 
 
Medal ceremonies 
Only a few selected photographers, appointed by the photo manager, will be allowed to take pictures in 
front of the medal podium.  
 

Key websites 
All relevant information on the 2015 IPC Swimming World Championships, including results, can be found 

on the event website: www.Glasgow2015.com 

 

Statistics and biographies: 

http://www.performgroup.co.uk/
mailto:natasha.cuthbert@swimming.org
http://www.glasgow2015.com/
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www.ipc-swimming.org/rankings/ 

www.ipc-swimming.org/athletes 

 

Other important websites: 

www.ipc-swimming.org 

www.facebook.com/IPCSwimming 

www.twitter.com/IPCSwimming 

www.paralympic.org 

www.paralympicsport.tv 

www.facebook.com/ParalympicGames 

www.youtube.com/paralympicsporttv 

 

4. Travel & Transport 
 

Travelling to Glasgow, Scotland, Great Britain 

Air 

Glasgow Airport (GLA) is the designated Championships airport and situated 13km to the west of the city. 

Journey times from the airport to the hotel are between 20-25 minutes. 

 

Glasgow Airport is a main international gateway with most flights to and from Europe. Forty airlines fly 

from Glasgow to 80 destinations. It serves a handful of North American cities on the East and West 

Coasts of the USA and Canada. 

 
Media Hotel 
The Media hotel booking deadline has now passed. Recommended hotels include the GOGlasgow: 
www.crerarhotels.com/goglasgow-urban-hotel  and the Holiday Inn Express Theatreland: 
www.hiexpressglasgow.co.uk   
 
Accommodation Transportation 
Transportation will be provided using dedicated bus routes; the media shuttle timetable will be confirmed 
closer to the event. 

5. Glasgow at a Glance 

 
 
Glasgow, Scotland; Great Britain.  
Glasgow, with a population of around 600,000, is Scotland's largest city and is the commercial capital of 
Scotland. It is Great Britain’s largest retail centre after London. 
 
Situated in the central belt of Scotland on the west coast it is easily accessible by road, rail and air. The 
city is situated on the banks of the River Clyde, at the heart of Scotland's only conurbation. It is Scotland's 
principal commercial centre and one of Great Britain’s main regional retail and main office 
centres. Glasgow is one of Europe's top 20 financial centres and is home to many of Scotland's leading 
businesses. 
 
The city houses many wonderful municipal art galleries and museums, first class sports and leisure 
facilities; excellent theatres; an array of restaurants, pubs and clubs; and beautiful parks. Spectacular 
countryside and coastal views are within easy reach and the city is only 42 miles from Scotland's capital 
city of Edinburgh. 
 
Health information 
 
A high standard of hygiene is generally enjoyed throughout Great Britain and specific precautions need 
not be taken. 
 
Generally, visitors can access emergency health care whilst in Great Britain. However, visitors should 
ensure that they travel with adequate insurance and, prior to departure from their home country, they 
have confirmed all relevant documents are up to date. Tap water may be used for drinking as well as 

http://www.ipc-swimming.org/rankings/
http://www.ipc-swimming.org/
http://www.facebook.com/IPCSwimming
http://www.paralympic.org/
http://www.paralympicsport.tv/
http://www.facebook.com/ParalympicSport.TV
http://www.youtube.com/paralympicsporttv
http://www.crerarhotels.com/goglasgow-urban-hotel
http://www.hiexpressglasgow.co.uk/
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general hygiene and domestic purposes. For those who enjoy mineral water, this is widely available in 
shops, bars and restaurants. 
 
Electrical supply 
 
The standard voltage throughout the UK is 240v AC, 50 Hz. A square three–pin adapter plug would be 
required to connect to the domestic power supply 
 
Language 
 
English is the official language spoken throughout Great Britain. 
 
Currency 
 
Sterling is the accepted currency. Euros and traveller cheques are not generally accepted. Credit cards 
are widely used.  
The local currency is the Great Britain Pound (GBP). There are 100 pence (p) to one pound (£). 
Notes come in £5, £10, £20 and £50 denominations. Coins come in 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, £1 and £2 
denominations.  
 
Banks 
 
There are an abundance of ATMs (cash point machines) throughout the city that accept international 
cards. There is also an ATM at Tollcross International Swimming Centre. Please check that your home 
bank is linked to the local banking system. 
 
Visa, MasterCard and American Express are widely accepted at shops, restaurants and other outlets. 
 
VAT 
 
Value Added Tax (VAT) is a 20% tax charged on most goods.  
If you intend to leave Great Britain for a final destination outside of the EU you may be able to reclaim 
VAT on goods purchased. 
This scheme is operated in specified tax-free shops, typically advertised as “Tax Free Shopping”. You will 
also need to show your goods, receipts and your passport to customs officials at the airport.  
 
For more information please see the HM Revenue and Customs website at www.hmrc.gov.uk 
 
Dialling codes 
 
To call overseas from Great Britain, first dial 00 then the country code. 
To call Great Britain from overseas, first dial your international access code, then the UK code 44. 
The city code for Glasgow is + 44 (0) 141 
 
Smoking regulations 
 
On 1 July 2007 the United Kingdom introduced new smoking regulations. It is now illegal to smoke in any 
enclosed public place. This includes bars, cafés, restaurants, nightclubs, shopping centres and on public 
transport, as well as station platforms and sports stadiums. 
 
Tollcross International Swimming Centre is strictly a non-smoking venue. 
 
Want to find out more about Scotland? Go to: www.visitscotland.com
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2015 IPC Swimming World Championships, Glasgow 

Official updates will be posted to :  

www.facebook.com/IPCSwimming  

www.twitter.com/IPCSwimming  

#Glasgow2015 

 

Watch all events live and as videos on demand on :  

www.youtube/ParalympicSportTV  

 

Photos will be uploaded to :  

www.flickr.com/paralympic  

www.instagram.com/Paralympics 
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Heats 10am Heats 10am Heats 10am Heats 10am Heats 10am Heats 10am Heats 10am

Approximate end 1.15pm Approximate end 1.15pm Approximate end 12.40pm Approximate end 12.50pm Approximate end 1.05pm Approximate end 1.05pm Approximate end 12.45pm

Finals 6pm Finals 6pm Finals 6pm Finals 6pm Finals 6pm Finals 6pm Finals 6pm

Approximate end 9.15pm Approximate end 9.30pm Approximate end 9.30pm Approximate end 9.30pm Approximate end 9.30pm Approximate end 9.30pm Approximate end 9.30pm

Medal ceremonies will take place throughout all finals sessions
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Men's 200m Freestyle S5

Women's 200m Freestyle S5 

Men's 200m IM SM8

Women's 200m IM SM8

Men's 100m Backstroke S12

Women's 100m Backstroke S12

Men's 150m IM SM3 

Men's 150m IM SM4 

Women's 150m IM SM4 

Men's 200m Freestyle S14 

Women's 200m Freestyle S14

Men's 50m Butterfly S6

Women's 50m Butterfly S6

Women's 50m Freesyle S5 

Men's 200m IM SM7

Women's 200m IM SM7

Men's 100m Freestyle S4

Men's 50m Freestyle S9 

Women's 50m Freestyle S9 

Men's 50m Freesyle S6

Women's 50m Freesyle S6

Men's 50m Butterfly S5 

Women's 50m Butterfly S5

Women's 50m Freestyle S12

Men's 50m Backstroke S1

Men's 50m Freesyle S3

Men's 100m Breaststroke SB12 

Women's 4x100m Freestyle Relay 34points

Men's 50m Breaststroke SB2

Men's 50m Breaststroke SB3 

Men's 400m Freestyle S8

Women's 400m Freestyle S8

Men's 100m Butterfly S10

Women's 100m Butterfly S10

Men's 200m IM SM6

Women's 200m IM SM6

Men's 100m Butterfly S9

Women's 100m Butterfly S9

Men's 50m Freestyle S11

Women's 50m Freestyle S11

Men's 50m Butterfly S7

Women's 50m Butterfly S7

Men's 200m IM SM14 

Women's 200m IM SM14 

Men's 100m Breaststroke SB13 

Women's 100m Breaststroke SB13

Men's 50m Freesyle S5 

Women's 4x100m Medley Relay 34points

Women's 50m Breaststroke SB3

Men's  4x100m Freestyle Relay 34points

Men's 100m Backstroke S6

Women's 100m Backstroke S6

Men's 400m Freestyle S9 

Women's 400m Freestyle S9

Men's 100m Backstroke S7 

Women's 100m Backstroke S7 

Men's 100m Freestyle S10

Women's 100m Freestyle S10

Men's 100m Backstroke S8

Women's 100m Backstroke S8

Men's 100m Freestyle S13

Women's 100m Freestyle S13

Men's 100m Breaststroke SB4

Women's 100m Breaststroke SB4

Men's 200m Freestyle S2 

Men's 100m Breaststroke SB11

Women's 100m Breaststroke SB11

Women's 200m IM SM5

Men's 50m Backstroke S3

Women's 50m Backstroke S3

Men's 50m Freestyle S12

Saturday 18 July Sunday 19 July

Men's  4x100m Medley Relay 34points

Men's 400m Freestyle S10

Women's 400m Freestyle S10 

Men's 100m Freestyle S6 

Women's 100m Freestyle S6

Men's 50m Freestyle S8 

Women's 50m Freestyle S8 

Men's 50m Backstroke S2 

Women's 50m Backstroke S2 

Men's 50m Freesyle S7

Women's 50m Freesyle S7

Men's 50m Backstroke S4

Women's 50m Backstroke S4 

Men's 200m IM SM9 

Women's 200m IM SM9

Men's 100m Butterfly S13

Women's 100m Butterfly S13

Men's 100m Freestyle S5

Women's 100m Freestyle S5

Men's 100m Backstroke S14

Women's 100m Backstroke S14

Men's 100m Butterfly S11

Women's 200m IM SM13 

Men's 200m IM SM10

Women's 400m Freestyle S11

Men's 100m Freestyle S9 

Monday 13 July Tuesday 14 July Wednesday 15 July Thursday 16 July Friday 17 July

Women's 100m Freestyle S9

Men's 400m Freestyle S7 

Women's 100m Freestyle S11

Men's 150m IM SM4 

Men's 100m Breaststroke SB14 

Women's 100m Butterfly S9

Women's 100m Butterfly S10

Men's 200m IM SM11Men's 200m Freestyle S3 

Men's 400m Freestyle S11
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